far if I endeavour to explain here the real nature of
" the divine inspiration " under which he delivered
what he and others believed to be " divine mes-
sages ". You will understand it if you read such
books as Professor James's Varieties of Religi-
ous Experience. Let us, like good Momins, take
it as &fact, what our Prophet's intimate compa-
nions r? ^ vouched, that he appeared to be quite
a different man when he uttered such messages.
Their style or matter itself even to this day
proves to all unbiassed minds that they are no
ordinary sayings of an ordinary man. There is
something unique in them which we can only feel
bat cannot define or express in words. Even
historians and biographers like Gibbon and Muir
and translators like Rodwell, Palmer and Lane-
Poole are obliged, in spite of themselves, to admit
and admire, what some of them call, the rugged
grandeur and eloquence of the Qur'an. Even
Sale says that some passages are really sublime.

4. We call the Qur'an the word of God, chief-
ly because it contains messages of high spiritual
value delivered by an illiterate man like Muham-
mad. It is neither a history like some of the
books of the Old Testament, nor a biography like
the four Gospels of the Bible, It is only a collec-
tion of sermons, commands, and instructions deli-
vered and issued from time to time as occasions
required. It contains, indeed, references to stories
of older Prophets and previous events well known